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TRANSMITTAL OF INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
BEFORE MAILING DATE OF EITHER A FINAL OFFICE ACTION 
OR NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE (37 C^F.R. § 1.97(c)) 

In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 and 37 C.F.R. §1 .97(c). 
Applicants request that citation and examination of the reference identified on the attached P TO- 
1449 form, a copy of which is enclosed herewith in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1 .98, be made 
during the course of examination of the above-referenced application for United States Letters 
Patent. 

The reference was cited in a communication from the Japanese Patent Office dated 
December 12, 2007, related to a Japanese counterpart application, application no. 2003-109779. 
Copies of the foreign reference and a machine translation thereof are attached as is a copy of the 
Japanese Patent Office communication. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made (37 C.F.R. § 1 .97 (g)), an admission thai ihe 
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infomiation cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability, or that no other material 
information exists. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as an admission 
against interest in any manner. 

Applicants submit herewith a payment via the electronic submission process in the 
amount of $180.00, the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p) for submission of an infomiation 
disclosure statement under § 1.97 (c). 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to credit overpayments or to charge any 
deficiency in a required fee not already covered by the credit card payment to Deposit Account 
No. 19-3140. 

Respectftilly submitted, 

Dated: Z? Plasrcl- tcOB By: "^/^p^ 

Michael L. 6ay 
Registration No. 55.101 

SONNENSCHEIN NATH & ROSENTHAL LLP 
P.O. Box 061080 

Wacker Drive Station, Sears Tower 
Chicago, Illinois 60606-1080 
(415) 882-5064 
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